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. DE LA GARZA ANNOUNCES CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL
OF EMERGENCY WATER QUALITY GRANT PROGRAM
For immediate release, August 4, 1989 (pRB9-090)
WASHINGTON - House Agriculture Committee Chainnan E (Kika) de la Garza,
D-Tex., announced that the agriculture disaster assistance package approved by Congress
Friday includes a provision authorizing $35 million to assist residents of rural communities,
including colonias, to maintain an adequate supply of safe, high-quality water.
'1 am pleased we have been able to successfully pass this much-needed legislation
for rural America This bill includes a provision authorizing sorely-needed grants to
upgrade water supply systems and connect rural residents' homes to rural water supply
systems," Rep. de la Garza said. '1n Texas, this program can be used to upgrade the water
supply systems in colonias and other communities with water quality problems."
The grant program is authorized as part of H.R. 2467, the Disaster Assistance Act
of 1989. The bill establishes an emergency water assistance program for residents of rural
areas where significant declines in the quantity or quality of available water have occurred.
The bill authorizes $35 million for fiscal 1990 and $35 million for fiscal 1991. The
program is limited to communities with a population of 15,000 or less which have suffered
water quantity or quality problems. In addition, 50 percent of funds available will be
targeted to communities with a population of 5,000 or less.
The legislation is still subject to congressional appropriations before the grants can
be made available.
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